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NEWS RELEASE  
 
IKV conference on film extrusion  
Plastic films segment due to meet again in Aachen in November  
 
 
Aachen, July 2018. The Institute of Plastics Processing in Industry and the Skilled Crafts at 
RWTH Aachen University once again invites representatives of the plastic films segment to 
attend its conference entitled "Film extrusion – Trends in raw materials, processing and 
applications", which will take place in Aachen on 20 - 21 November 2018. Experts from 
research and practice will discuss the latest developments in film production. The conference 
will be chaired by Dr. Volker Pfennig from Bischof + Klein Holding SE in Lengerich.  
 
Regulatory requirements and matters of recycling and sustainability are moving more and 
more into the focus of attention for the films segment. The question of greater sustainability 
and material efficiency is affecting not only film manufacturers but also machine construction 
companies and material producers. To improve productivity, the choice of the right plant and 
machinery concept plays a key role, and increasing digitisation is of major importance for 
optimising operational processes.  
 
The various papers and presentations at the conference will therefore be devoted to the 
following topics: Sustainability, productivity improvement & quality management, Industry 4.0 
and general trends and challenges with packaging film. 
 
Contributions from the industry on the issue of sustainability will come from European 
Plastics Converters (EuPC), Basell Polyolefine, Windmöller & Hölscher and the EREMA 
Group. The topics of productivity improvement and quality management will be covered by 
Kuhne, Netzsch-Gerätebau, Pixargus, RKW and Topocrom. Representatives from atlan-tec 
Systems, IBM Research, Reifenhäuser Digital and the VDI will talk about the subject of 
Industry 4.0, while the latest trends in packaging film will be discussed by representatives 
from Berndt & Partner Business Consultants, Bischof + Klein and the Schreiner Group. 
 
Three presentations from IKV will deal with ongoing research in these fields. During the visit 
to the IKV pilot plant for extrusion and rubber technology, the delegates will be able to further 
discuss the various research topics. This tour and the conference dinner will offer an 
additional opportunity for further discussion and for cultivating the network.  
 
The conference is aimed at developers, users and decision-makers in the plastics film 
industry.  
 
The conference language is German. 
 
www.ikv-aachen.de/veranstaltungen  
 
 
 
About IKV 
IKV, the Institute of Plastics Processing at RWTH Aachen University, is Europe-wide the leading research and 
education institute engaged in the field of plastics processing enjoying outstanding reputation. More than 300 staff 
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are employed in finding solutions to problems connected with processing, materials technology and part design in 
the plastics and rubber industries. IKV's close contacts with industry and science, together with its outstanding 
facilities, enable cutting-edge research in plastics technology and ensure that students benefit from a 
comprehensive, practically oriented course of study. Plastics engineering graduates from IKV are thus sought-
after experts in industry. In organisational terms, IKV is divided up into the four specialist departments of Injection 
Moulding, Extrusion and Rubber Technology, Part Design and Materials Technology, and Composites and 
Polyurethane Technology. The institute also takes in the Centre for Analysis and Testing of Plastics, and the 
Training and Further Education department. IKV is run by an Association of Sponsors, which currently has a 
membership of about 290 plastics companies from all over the world. Univ.-Prof. Dr.-Ing. Christian Hopmann is 
Head of the Institute and Managing Director of the Association of Sponsors. He also holds the Chair of Plastics 
Processing at the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering at RWTH Aachen University.  
 

  
 
IKV pilot plant for extrusion: Student worker looks after the blown film unit (photo: IKV/Fröls) 
 
 
 
Photo in high resolution to find on our website together with the press release at  
www.ikv-aachen.de/en/news 
 
 
Information to the programme: 
Institut für Kunststoffverarbeitung (IKV) 
in Industrie und Handwerk an der RWTH Aachen 
Lars Kraus, M.Sc. RWTH 
Blown film extrusion 
Seffenter Weg 201 
52074 Aachen 
phone: +49 241 80-28349 
lars.kraus@ikv.rwth-aachen.de 
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Ulla Köhne 

Head of public relation 
Seffenter Weg 201 

52074 Aachen 
phone: +49 241 80-96631 
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